
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

What a month February has been. We’ve had a range of crazy weather from extremely mild, to 
extremely cold.  We even experienced a record breaking 51.2 cm of snow on February 16th which 
shattered the one day snowfall record from 1947.  This was a crazy day and those of you who were here, 
will remember seeing many cars stuck in the parking lot.  I want to publicly acknowledge our custodian 
Mr. Stephane Lapensee as well as one of our parents, Mr. Abu Alkheir, both of whom worked tirelessly 
to ensure that everyone was able to get onto the roads.  I also want to publicly acknowledge our staff 
who worked tirelessly to provide a quality program for students who were present during the snow day 
while also meeting in their divisional teams to look at how we can make a terrific school even better 
through our school improvement planning process. As a school, we focus on all areas of the curriculum.  
We will however, continue our emphasis on programming in math.  For example, this year, we are 
placing a heavy focus on solving math problems as we feel that by breaking down the process into easy 
to follow steps, students will have greater success.  As our partners in education, I encourage you to ask 
your child(ren) how to solve math problems as this will better help them to learn the process.  
 

The March Break this year will take place during the week of March 14 to March 18. Whether you will 
be leaving the city or staying right here in Ottawa, please remember to set aside at least 30 minutes a day 
to read with your child.  Before your child reads the story, ask them to predict what they think will 
happen after looking at the illustrations on the cover, title, and chapter titles.  Make sure you have them 
say, “I predict …” 
 

While they are reading, ask them what is happening in the story?  Remind them when their predictions 
are correct, and show them how the author had a different point of view when your child’s point of view 
was different.  Once they are finished reading, ask them questions like: 

“Who was your favourite character and why?”   “What would the story be like with/without him/her?”   
“Who is your least favourite character and why?”  “What would the story be like with/without him/her 
and why?”  “If you could change one thing in the story, what would that be and why?”  Most of all—and 
this is the number one rule when it comes to reading—HAVE FUN! 
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Financial Help For Recreational Programs Information 
Does your family require financial support to access recreational programs or summer camps? If so, Please 
contact our school’s social worker, Lara Valcin to discuss. She can be reached at 613-596-8211 x8537 

Ottawa Public Health launches “Have That Talk” mental health video campaign 
 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa Public Health is pleased to launch the “have THAT talk” campaign.  This includes a mental health 
video series created to give parents more information about mental health. The series covers where to get 
help and how to talk to children and youth about mental health. The program was launched on Bell Let’s 
Talk Day. 

 

Mental health problems affect 1 in 5 Canadians. Also, 75% of all of these problems start before the age of 
24 years. Parents can watch these videos at www.haveTHATtalk.com to learn how they can talk about 
stress, coping, depression and when and where to get help. Please share these videos through Facebook, 
Twitter, or email. By talking openly about mental health, parents can help their children and youth become 
healthy and resilient adults.  

 
For more information contact Ottawa Public Health at 613-580-6744 or visit www.ottawa.ca/health and 

 Reporting Student Absences  
 

A reminder to parents:  If your child will be absent from school, please call the 24 hour Attendance Line at  
613-829-0486.  Please leave a message including the child’s name, grade, teacher’s name, and reason for 
the absence from school. As per the OCDSB Safe Arrival policy, all student absences need to be reported 
to the office.  This also includes absences due to bus cancellations. Thank You in advance for calling to 
report your child’s absence.  

 

Pick-up and Drop-off of Students, and Late Arrivals  
For security reasons we ask that parents pick up their children from the office when school is in session. 
Please do not collect a child during the recess or lunch period without advising the office. If you plan to 
visit your child’s teacher or classroom, please make an appointment with the teacher and stop at the office 
to sign in to the school when you arrive. A note to the homeroom teacher advising of an early departure 
would help to ensure that your child is ready and waiting at the office when you arrive.  Students arriving 
late to school must be accompanied to the office  by a parent or guardian to sign in. Thank You! 



Kindergarten Registration Ongoing 
 
Both Junior and Senior Kindergarten at Severn Ave. Public School are  FULL-DAY programs .  

Children eligible for Junior Kindergarten must be 4 years old by December 31, 2016. Children eligible for 
Senior Kindergarten must be 5 years old by December 31, 2016. Students already in JK at Severn do not 
have to re-register for SK. Please bring your child’s proof of age in the form of a birth certificate, baptismal 
certificate, registration of birth card, or passport. Please note that registration cannot be completed 
without one of these forms of identification. Please bring your child’s Ontario Health Card and 
Immunization record as well. 

 

Registering now will help us with our planning for next year. Please drop into the school office to register—
Hope to see you soon!  

 

                               Toonie Tuesday –Thank You for your support!  
 

Each year, the Education Foundation of Ottawa (EFO) holds a fundraising day across the Ottawa-Carleton 
District School Board known as Toonie Tuesday. This year Toonie Tuesday took place on Tuesday 
February 23. The Education Foundation of Ottawa is a registered charity that provides financial aid to 
students in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. The Foundation works with teachers, principals and 
social workers to help remove economic barriers to successful learning. A BIG Thank You to Severn 
Students who generously donated to the foundation this year, raising $166!  The Education Foundation has 
assisted Severn Avenue PS in the past, so we are thrilled to be able to give back. For more information  

Please visit www.educationfoundationottawa.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

March 14—18  MARCH BREAK — NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

March 24  Awards Assembly @ 2:45pm—Parents are Welcome!  

March 25  Good Friday—NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

March 28                        Easter Monday—NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

April 13 and 14  Dental Screening Program for JK, SK, Grades 2, 4, and 6 

April 15           *NEW* PA Day—NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  

 



Dressing for Outdoor Play 
Fresh air and exercise play a very important role in a child’s growth and ability to concentrate and learn.  
Therefore, we will ensure that all children go outside to play during their recesses.  
Only in extreme weather conditions, such as heavy rain or severe cold, will 
students be kept inside the school for recess.  

Many children have been coming to school without proper outdoor winter 
clothing.   

Please ensure that your child wears a hat, mittens, winter boots and snowpants to 
school.   

Inclement Weather — School Transportation Cancellations 
On mornings when weather and road conditions make transportation 

unsafe, please listen to local radio stations for transportation cancellations 
or school closures. Information is also posted to the following: 

www.ocdsb.ca 

ottawaschoolbus.ca 

OCDSB Facebook or Twitter page 

When the busses are not running and the schools remain open, teachers and 
staff will be in attendance. If parents choose to drive their children to school, they must remember to pick 
them up promptly at the end of the school day (3:45p.m.) When there are no busses in the morning, 
there are no busses for the rest of the day. If you are not sending your children to school, please 
phone the Attendance line at 613-829-0486. This applies on days when busses are cancelled. Thank 
You.  

 Pizza Days 
Pizza Days are on Mondays.  Students must bring their money ($2.50 per slice of cheese 
pizza) in to school by Thursday morning to order pizza for the following Monday. If you are 
interested in ordering pizza, please send the money in your child’s agenda each week.  
Sending in exact change would be much appreciated.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Mrs. Mainville at 613-829-8082.  

Please Note: *There will be no pizza on days that school bus transportation is cancelled. 
If pizza day is postponed due to inclement weather, a note will be sent home advising of the 
rescheduled date.  
********************************************************************************** 

REKSAP Centres for Early Learning 

 Licensed non-profit childcare program for preschool, kindergarten, school age 

 Registered Early Childhood Educators 

 Operates Monday to Friday, twelve months of the year -7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 Location:  Severn Avenue Public School, 2553 Severn Avenue 

 Full-day child care during March Break, P.D. days and summer 

 Subsidies available— Please call 613-828-3039 for more information  

 Orllie Gogolin Director   www.reksap.org 

 



 

 Learning Through Play at Severn Avenue Public School  

  

We’d like to invite you to our Parenting and Family Literacy Centre. 

At Severn School, Monday to Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., there is a drop-in centre for parents, 
grandparents, caregivers and their children from birth through kindergarten age. 

You and your children will learn together with toys, books, art activities, music, puzzles and games. It’s a 
great opportunity to spend time with your children while they learn how to play with others and get ready 
for math and reading.  The program is free and there is a snack served every day.  You’ll meet other fami-
lies and have a chance to talk to the facilitator about your child’s development. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Congratulations to: Adriana Cerpa-Mieres, winner of last month’s draw!  
 

Answer all 6 questions correctly and your name will be entered into a draw for a $20 gift card from  

Chapters. 

 

1.  How much money did Severn students raise on Toonie Tuesday to support the Education Foundation? 

________________________________ 

2.  A new P.A. Day has been added to the OCDSB school year calendar.  What is the date? ________ 

 

3. What is the  name of Ottawa Public Health’s mental health campaign? ______________________ 

 

4. What is our student absence line phone number? ______________________________Thank You for 
calling to report your child’s absence!  

 

5. What occurs March 14—18? _____________________________________ 

 

6. What specific area of the curriculum is Severn P.S. placing an emphasis on? ____________________ 

 

Your child’s name: _________________________________ 

Your name: _______________________________________ 

Please cut off this section and return it to your child’s teacher to be entered into this month’s draw!  


